Essay Questions

Version A
Choose one of the following and answer in a well constructed essay-style response. Your essay must include a thesis statement and supporting evidence for that position.   (/24)

1. How did the fur trade change the daily lives of the First Nations and the prospects for the future of their people? (include interactions with both the Hudson Bay and North West Companies)

2. To what degree were the rebellions of 1837 justified? Include in your discussion the issues of land, taxes,  lack of responsible government, French fears of assimilation, as well as the Durham Report, Act of Union, and the Rebellion Losses Bill.

3. How effective was Laurier’s use of compromise in accommodating the competing interests of French and English speaking Canadians? Include in your discussion the Manitoba Schools question, the Boer War, and the Naval Crisis.  

4. Refer to the cartoon provided below. What were the factors that led to Confederation in 1867? Consider the threats that existed to the security of the colonies, Britain’s withdrawal of the Corn Laws and its desire to be free from colonial costs, as well as Canada East and Canada West’s political problems.
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‘We will never get anything
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