Factors that led to Confederation
1 – Fenian Raids: Convinced many Canadians that Confederation could help unite defense and protect vs. US and other attacks.

2 – The repeal of the Corn Laws: Caused Canada to enter a depression which confederation could help. The colonies could prosper as one.

3 – The Reciprocity treaty: was being threatened to repeal after Civil War and Confederation could help export goods without entering the US (Maritimes etc.).

4 – Canadian Depression / Economy: Needed help of each other, become one with stronger government.

5 – Charlettown Conference: To discuss Maritime union. Ended up looking at Confederation.
6 – Quebec Conference: Demands and debates led to the 72 resolutions which gave power to Federal and Provincial government.
7 – US Civil War: Britain had backed the South which meant the North US could easily get revenge on Britain by invading Canada.

